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9/20/14 
Probably the  biggest international name  ever to perform at the Hook Organ. 
 
"Organ Day in Worcester" has arrived 
 
3PM Holy Cross Chapel Artist Series - Andrea Toschi, organ, St. Joseph Memorial Chapel 
(discount dinner at Viva Bene – 15% off food;  just mention the organ concerts to your waiter) free street parking, walk 
to the hall. 
7PM Hector Olivera at Mechanics Hall – celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Hook Organ   

 

Meet & Greet reception following. 
TICKETS AT THE DOOR $10 for AGO/EMCATOS 
members 
Note: due to the low ticket sales  
(very sad indeed!), we have  
decreased the seating on the main floor  
in order to increase the acoustics. 
So you will be one of a few to hear Hector's 
Worcester debut in person. 
Pass along the word to your organ enthusiast 
friends. 
Hector (and his pal "Harry" the frog) will be 
offering verbal program notes.  He is quite 
interesting and amusing! 
 

 
Hector arrived at Mechanics Hall mid-Friday afternoon and sat down to acquaint himself with the instrument. 
 

 

Normally people play a few I-IV-V-I chords on each stop. 
I was the luckiest person on the planet to get to hear an 
incredibly GORGEOUS 
spontaneous improvisation (not really intended as such).   
Such a rich and creative harmonic vocabulary.  Wow. 
 
Just wait until Sunday's second half, when he will perform an 
organ symphony 
improvised on a submitted theme. 
 



9/15/14 
Longtime Member Judy Ollikkala Passed away yesterday 

 

We were shocked to hear the news of Judy's unexpected passing, Sunday, after a 
brief illness.   We'll email more information as we learn of arrangements. 
 
For many years, Judy was an integral part of WorcAGO, and was the founder of and  
leader for our "Fall Crawl" series for many many years.  

Some notes of remembrance from colleagues: 
Judy was so welcoming to me when I first joined the Worcester AGO chapter twenty five years ago. Seems like 
it was just yesterday when I first met her! Her knowledge of organs in churches all over the Northeast was 
encyclopedic. 
 
Judy was an amazing person and such a good person who cared so much about people.  What an incredible 
loss for all of us of a dear and treasured friend!  Judy was so committed to the Guild, its purposes and its 
members. She was a good friend, and she left us too soon.   
 
Judy was one in a million and my deepest sympathy goes to her wonderful family as well as to her friend, 
Stephen St. Denis.   
 
Judy was just incredible. Among many gifts she was extremely talented at getting people to hear the pipe 
organ and it finding incredible places to visit and wonderful organs to hear – I think of her very often and she 
will be greatly missed. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hector  is on his way to Worcester – This Sunday ("Organ Day in Worcester") 
Sadly only 45 tickets (10 from AGO) have been sold   (MH seats 1400) 
Methuen was FILLED last fall when he was there!  He's quite the performer.  Don't miss this opportunity right 
in our own back yard. 
15% discount on food at Viva Bene prior to concert (suggest ~5PM); free street parking. 
 

 
Bourdon 16' pipe all tuned up. 

Program Announced: 
Toccata from Suite No 1     W. R. Driffill (1883-1916) 
Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring  J. .S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Allegro from Concerto No. 13 in F Major HWV 295             G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 
      The Cuckoo & Nightingale  
Prelude and Fugue in A minor   BWV 543       J. S. Bach 
Noel Etranger No. 8             L. C. Dauquin (1694-1772)   (Amazing registration changes!) 
Suite Gothique     L. Boellmann (1862-1897) 
Second half will include a major improvisation in 3 movements. 
 
Sept 21 2014 7PM  Mechanics Hall 321 Main St Worcester 
Historic Pipe Organ Celebrated in Classical/Popular Concert 
Hector Olivera, international performer, comes to Mechanics Hall 
 
Celebrating the 150th anniversary year (The Year of the Organ), Mechanics 
Hall welcomes internationally acclaimed organist Hector Oliver 
Sunday Sept 21 at 7PM  in a concert of classical and phenomenal 
improvisations. 
His technical facility at the keyboard continues to amaze audiences around the 
world – performing Bach to Boellmann and beyond. 
He will be just returning from guest appearances in France, to concertize on 



 
 
Click to buy  
your tickets now! 
AGO member discount: $10  
Enter discount code:  Hector 
 

the amazing E G & G Hook pipe organ ("The Worcester Organ") 
which was installed during the years of the American Civil War, and still sings 
on for today's concert audiences at the hall. 
 
The concert is a part of Worcester Organ Day which will begin with Holy Cross's 
classical concert series opener at 3PM, followed by discounts at local restaurants, and 
then the gala event at Mechanics Hall.   There will be a meet-and-greet reception time 
after Hector's concert in the Great Hall. Free parking. 
 
"Hector Olivera is the greatest organist ever (that includes Virgil Fox).  Not only is his 
musicianship unsurpassed, he translates the emotions of the music in a way that every 
fiber of your being is absorbed and affected like none other.  He truly is in a class by 
himself." 
 
Youtube samples:   INCREDIBLE IMPROVISER   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_mFg42LlUI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyvTnxro9sg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tI2o7xLoh8g 
 

 
2014-15 WorcAGO PROGRAM YEAR 
  
September 21 Hector Olivera concert  
                          Mechanic Hall 7:00 p.m.  (tickets: discount for AGO members) 
 October 26 150th Hook Organ Anniversary Celebration concert  
                      Mechanics Hall 3:00 p.m. 
 November 16 Organ and Brass concert – featuring Saint-Saens Organ Symphony 
                          William Ness, organ WPI Brass, Doug Weeks, conductor 
                          First Baptist, Worcester  4PM                           
 December 5 Organ Recital  
                        St. Joseph Church, Worcester 
                        William Ness, organist                        
 January 4 Twelfth Night Party  
                   Bloom Residence      
February 6 (13 snow) Hymn-Sing with Organ Preludes 7:00 p.m.  
                                       St. Peter's Church, Worcester  
March 7 (3/14 snow) Practical Ideas for Hymn Leading and Choir Directing for Church Musicians 
                                      Trinity Lutheran Church, Worcester 
April or May date TBD Young Artists Showcase 
                                         First Unitarian Church, Worcester 
April 24 Humanarts Organ Recital  
               Assumption College 
May 18 Scholarship Recipients' Recital and Annual Meeting 
               Bolton Federated Church   
 
First Monday Open Console – Oct  6 – Sudbury 
      Sudbury United Methodist 
      251 Old Sudbury Road (Rt. 27) 
      Sudbury, MA 01776 
 
Organ is:    1976 Stuart Organ Co., II-27r, m.     Specs       Specs2       Kevin Murphy, host 
Prior organists include: Lois Toeppner and Will Sherwood 
 

http://www.centerstageticketing.com/sites/mechanicshall/selecttix_nochart.php?s_id=359&p_id=393
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_mFg42LlUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyvTnxro9sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tI2o7xLoh8g
http://organweb.com/specs/sumc.html
http://www.stuartorgan.com/sudbury.html


Westboro Church Welcomes New Organist – and the story of an 1895 organ resurrected 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"To everyone's surprise, all of the 
pipes and mechanism were still 
extant.  " 
 
 
 
 
"That's why we organists persist.' 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregational Society of Westborough is pleased to 
announce the hiring of Leonardo Ciampa of Natick as Music Director.    
 
Leonardo Ciampa has long been a well-respected organist, pianist, and composer in the musical 
scene of Greater Boston. He is the artistic director of organ concerts at MIT and the founding 
director of the MetroWest Choral Artists.  As a concert organist, he has performed in Italy, 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, but he is particularly admired in Italy, where he has played in 
many festivals.  
 
One day, Ciampa's wife happened to see on Craig's List that the Unitarian Church in Westborough 
was looking for a Music Director. “There was nothing about it that excited me,” admits Ciampa. 
“But I was open to meeting with them.”   
 
Little did Ciampa know that this was the home parish of the author and New York Times columnist 
Craig R. Whitney.  In his book, All the Stops, Whitney devotes several pages to the church's 1895 
Ryder organ, which he often played in his youth.  In the 1960s, the church purchased an electronic 
organ, whose speakers were placed inside the organ. Unfortunately, much pipework had to be 
removed to make room for them. “I met with the committee,” says Ciampa “and they told me 
about the Ryder organ.  They proudly mentioned that they had decided to spend $5,000 toward 
getting it playing again. I nodded my head politely.  But I thought to myself, '$5,000? What's that 
going to accomplish?' This is an organ which today would cost maybe $350,000 to build.  Then I 
took a peek inside the organ and was horrified.  So much was missing, and there was no way to 
know if it still existed.  Suffice it to say, I had no hope of ever hearing the Ryder.  I was content to 
play the 1916 Chickering grand piano. And I took the job expecting that that's what I'd be playing.” 
 
Ciampa underestimated the determination of several parishioners, and of organ technician Alex 
Belair.  To everyone's surprise, all of the pipes and mechanism were still extant.  Each pipe had 
been carefully preserved in newspaper.  Belair worked day and night, reinstalling the organ and 
tuning each pipe.  He finished on August 15th at midnight.  The next day, Ciampa and some 
members of the church went to see to organ. As Ciampa reported on Facebook, “Tonight I 
experienced something of an organ resurrection.  … One week and $5,000 later, the organ plays! All 
of it! And in tune! A group of us gathered at the church this evening. Folks were emotional. Some 
had never heard the instrument. Others hadn't heard it in 50 years.  … When you pull the Great 
Open Diapason and play a few notes, you immediately remember that THAT SOUND is what it's all 
about. That's why we organists persist. What a great evening, one which says much about the 
power that music holds over the human spirit.”  

 
ORGAN SCHOLARSHIP 
 Assumption College will offer a full tuition scholarship for an Organ Scholar, renewable yearly, beginning in the fall of 
2015.  
Application deadline is January 15, 2015 
 For more info, contact:  Dr. Michelle Graveline, Professor of Music, mgraveli@assumption.edu 
 
National/Internet. . . 
6-yr-old Brothers Sell Lemonade for Church Organ Fund 

 

ALBANY, Ore. -- While some kids stake out on the street corner to turn 
lemonade into some summertime cash, these two brothers are working 
to restore a 108-year-old pipe organ at an Albany (OR) church. 
The Whitespires Berean Fellowship church organ has been out of 
commission since about 2006. It'll cost nearly $100,000 to repair the 
historic pipe organ, and after hosting community fundraisers the 
congregation is about $35,000 short. 
That's where 6-year-old Peter and 4-year old Simon come in. They've 
held a few lemonade stands this year, squeezing out some extra cash for 
the repairs.         Watch newscast video >>> 

mailto:mgraveli@assumption.edu
http://www.kmtr.com/news/local/Brothers-start-lemonade-stand-to-help-cover-35000-Albany-church-organ-repairs-272078871.html?tab=video&c=y
http://www.kmtr.com/news/local/Brothers-start-lemonade-stand-to-help-cover-35000-Albany-church-organ-repairs-272078871.html?tab=video&c=y


 
Young Artist Begins on Piano – this begins like a silly kids video, and then … ! 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omuYi2Vhgjo&sns=em      Watch this little guy play! 
 
 
9/3/14 
MH Celebrates  Year of the Worcester Organ  as Anniversary Series Continues 

 

Hector Olivera Prepares for 
Worcester Debut 
 
Mark your calendars for internationally 
acclaimed performer Hector Olivera's 
appearance at Mechanics Hall on Sunday 
Sept 21 at 7PM 
to continue the anniversary year celebration 
and  kick off WorcAGO's concert season. 
 
This is Worcester Organ Day which will begin 
with Holy Cross's concert series opener at 
3PM, followed by discounts at local 
restaurants, and then the gala event at 
Mechanics Hall.   There will be a meet-and-
greet reception time after Hector's concert in 
the Great Hall. 

 
First Thursday Lunches Continue  
Take a break and join the conversation and goings-on among your colleagues at Tweeds, Grove St Worc, Noon Thursday 
9/4 
 
OPEN CONSOLE VENUE SUGGESTION INVITATION 
Have YOU thought about hosting a First Mondays Open-Console night at your church? 
If you are currently playing an interesting or historical pipe organ that's in good shape, hosting a first-Monday Open-
Console is a fun way to share it with your AGO colleagues. We have about an hour each visit where we meet friends new 
and old, hear some good playing and get caught up on local chapter doings.  
I'd be glad to answer any questions or discuss it further. 
First Mondays resume in October. 
 
Kurt Blomstrom, First Mondays Open Console Coordinator (and co-sub-dean) (508)832-6405  kablomstrom@gmail.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omuYi2Vhgjo&sns=em
mailto:kablomstrom@gmail.com


CALLING ALL ORGANISTS 
Our WorcAGO Program Committee has scheduled a "Hymn-Sing with Organ Preludes" for   7 p.m., Friday, February 6, 
2015   at St. Peter's Church, 929 Main Street, Worcester.  
We are seeking eight to ten volunteer organists to play a quality hymn prelude and then lead the singing of that hymn. 
This is a great chance for our members, particularly those haven't played in chapter events, to perform a hymn prelude 
they know well, collaborate with friendly colleagues, help our chapter and have fun doing it. The organ is a splendid 
1967 Casavant Freres III-35. 
 
If you would like to participate or have questions, please contact Dorothy Frisch,  dfrisch@charter.net, (860)630-4962, 
as soon as possible before October 1. 
 
WorcAGO Substitute Search Database Profile Adds New Feature 
(Cell Phone) Text Message notifications have been added as an option to our WorcAGO Musician 
(Substitute/Wedding/Funeral) database. 
Feel free to update your profile to add your cell phone number – not to worry, your cell phone number will not be 
published:  if someone wants to contact you (and you have chosen to use the "Click to Contact" method instead of 
publishing your email address), all inquiries will be copied as a text message to your cell phone.  Several have requested 
this feature since they don't read their email as frequently any more, and quite often the search for a musician warrants 
a quick response.  >>> Edit your profile   ( click on  edit your "SUBSTITUTE" Profile) 
 
 8/16/14 
From Barbara Bruns, Associate Conductor, The Boston Cecilia: 
It is with great sadness that I inform you that our esteemed 
colleague, Donald Teeters, has died unexpectedly from 
apparent heart disease. Following his recent retirement from All 
Saints Parish, Brookline and the Boston Cecilia, Donald had 
begun a new and vibrant life.  He had been looking forward to 
serving on the Executive Committee of the Boston Chapter of 
the AGO, teaching at the New England Conservatory, writing 
reviews of local classical music performances, and working with 
the new group "Opera Brittenica", for whom he conducted The 
Burning Fiery Furnace in early May. 

 

Earlier this month, he returned from a trip to Prague, where he had visited the monument and grave of 
Dvorak, Smetana, and many other Czech luminaries. His latest communication was a-glow with excitement.  
All who knew Donald are in shock that he has departed this life so abruptly. His family is planning a 
memorial service for sometime this fall at All Saints Parish in Brookline where his ashes will be interred. You 
will all be notified of the date and time of this service. 
  
May Donald's soul rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
From Ray Cornils, AGO Boston 2014 convention coordinator: 
Carole Lawton of Arlington was killed in a car accident on Route 2 in 
Athol on Thursday. David, her husband was driving and is in very serious 
condition at UMass Memorial Medical Center. I am in utter shock and 

mailto:dfrisch@charter.net
http://worcesterago.org/members/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D8R9ZoRUvZ4G8pCnItD-PG1cMy4wxoagRoxZUOHEr_Emzt0x2Ma6UA-ooSqYmbZ550uessFhMpmqYFJ3GpQdoOp4bjDfwHzSg9z_MdHlojHDXVdjo0oXH9Ho2iCeIDYeAugWeCAYVo7esVrMHjGncBJlSRObS95W3NEiiZKCaAsV5yATVMGzAs1Vte815N7Zw18bgDW_cbZBibcXV_RtWYGL7Pv6dOWf&c=1hvxOnLbkyWRV9UJRIa4NivYb2V0CXCzfdjJazuQaurIqTAuKnk36A==&ch=jBvNtoo4AGFe3W1Kcxu_juCRxLtXrpBko_cs7sTNdVIfdN9lLfPXRg==


incredibly saddened to hear this news. May she rest in peace, may the angels guard David, and may God 
comfort all her family and friends. 
 
From Lee Ridgway: 
Carole was a major presence in the Boston chapter of the AGO for the several decades of her membership. Over the 
years she was a valuable member of several committees and the executive committee as well as for the 2014 
convention. She was also one of the most consistently reliable and best substitutes the chapter could have ever had. 
She exemplified what a professional substitute should be. And above all, she was just an absolutely marvelous person. 
We were truly blessed to have her in our midst. 
 
From John Walker, AGO President: 
Words are powerless at this time to express the universal grief which all members of the AGO will share as they learn 
about the tragic death of Carole Lawton. Our lives are so fragile, and even if we live to a normal age, they are so 
short. I mourn with you and your colleagues of the Boston Steering Committee the untimely passing of Carole, who 
devoted so much of her energy and creativity to the AGO during the final years of her life. Your AGO colleagues 
throughout America join you in a warm embrace as together we grieve Carole's passing. May the saints and angels 
welcome Carole to Paradise eternal. 
An early news article is here. It is reported that her husband has been released from the hospital. 

8/12/14 
MH's Young Artists Showcase Series – in the News 

 

Wed Noon 8/13 Mechanics Hall  
 
Organist Grant Wareham is a musician on the rise 
By Richard Duckett TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF 
 
Grant Wareham has been told that as a child he once covered his ears as the 
playing of a piece of organ music reached a thundering climax.  
 
It's a funny family story because Wareham, 18, is about to go to Rice University in 
Houston and major in organ performance. Beyond that may lie a whole career as 
an organist if things go as he hopes. 
 
… 
 
He will come to Mechanics Hall directly from a trip abroad. Four days later, 
Wareham said, he'll be in Houston — getting ready to experiencing life as an 
undergraduate at Rice. 
 
Read entire article online >>> 

8/6 Noontime MH Brownbag – A Great Success – Special Guest MC 

 
Former MH Hook curator 
Richard Jones returned to the podium 
for the brownbag series that he started in the 1980s 

 
Alexander Pattavina at the Hook console   
prior to heading to Juilliard to launch his studies 
under Paul Jacobs. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D8R9ZoRUvZ4G8pCnItD-PG1cMy4wxoagRoxZUOHEr_Emzt0x2Ma6UA-ooSqYmbZ5MybD0z0fiXsNEEV2nC9ZbrM3CSe1nn14WYBuGDinXdXi7Cu7XMpa_NVtERPM-01iVFm2epfNXW0pmLJi6YIhs1iQ4fBkaEsCYsDjGu3AOSmb2O34EDc7qVZJ-BYT-ex-Qw-m1gFo4wfqK43DdVssDJnd1a-IKJv4UqSJOLgRZ1M=&c=1hvxOnLbkyWRV9UJRIa4NivYb2V0CXCzfdjJazuQaurIqTAuKnk36A==&ch=jBvNtoo4AGFe3W1Kcxu_juCRxLtXrpBko_cs7sTNdVIfdN9lLfPXRg==
http://www.telegram.com/article/20140807/NEWS/308079987/1312


MH Celebrates  Year of the Worcester Organ  as Anniversary Series Continues 

 

Hector Olivera Prepares for 
Worcester Debut 
 
Mark your calendars for internationally acclaimed performer Hector 
Olivera's appearance at Mechanics Hall on Sunday Sept 21 at 3PM 
to continue the anniversary year celebration and  kick off 
WorcAGO's concert season. 
 
This is Worcester Organ Day which will begin with Holy Cross's 
concert series opener at 3PM, followed by discounts at local 
restaurants, and then the gala event at Mechanics Hall.   There will 
be a meet-and-greet reception time after the concert. 

 
 

 
Methuen Memorial Music Hall is 
located at 192 Broadway (Route 28), 
Methuen, MA (across from CVS). 

The Methuen Memorial Music Hall invites you to hear 
RAY CORNILS, Organist 
Wednesday, August 13, at 8:00 p.m. 
Program: 
Percy Fletcher: Toccata Festiva          
Antonin Dvořák: Largo, from the New World Symphony (arr. 
Edwin H. Lemare) 
Richard Strauss: Solemn Entry of the Knights of St. John (arr. 
Max Reger)   
Louis Vierne: Carillon de Westminster 
Gaston Bélier: Toccata pour Grand Orgue  
W. C. E. Seeboeck: Minuet a l’Antico (arr. Alfred Brinkler)    
J. Christopher Pardini: Toccata on "Amazing Grace" 
Nigel Ogden: Penguin’s Playtime  
Denis Bédard: Toccata in G Major 
Ray Cornils recently served as Chair of the American Guild of 
Organists National Convention held in Boston, in June. He is 
Municipal Organist for the City of Portland, ME (since 1990) and 
Music Director for First Parish Church, UCC, Brunswick, ME (since 
1987). An international recitalist well known for his engaging 
programs, in recent years Ray has been organist for the Merry 
Music Hall Christmas Concerts at MMMH. The Music Hall is 
indebted to him for providing this recital on short notice as the 
scheduled recitalist, Monica Harper, had to cancel. 
This concert is sponsored by Campbell Steward.   
Admission: $12 Adults, $5 children. Visit 
www.mmmh.org for more information. 
Free, off-street parking. Handicapped accessible 
(please use the rear entrance).  
Doors open at 7:30 p.m 

 
Free Choral Music – Spring Summer Cleaning! 
"The Seven Last Words of Christ" by Theodore Dubois, G. Schirmer, Inc. (17 copies)  
"The Crucifixion" by John Stainer, G Schirmer, Inc. (14 copies) 
RSVP and we will connect you with the free music scores. 
 

http://www.mmmh.org/
http://worcesterago.org/members_area/tools/


In the news… 
Arizona's newest pipe organ 

 

Catalina United Methodist Gets Its Voice Back  
 
New pipe organs continue to appear on the scene.  
 
When you hear the first strains of the processional hymn, and 
the organ cranks up and the choir processes and the acolytes 
lead them and the crucifix is in front, it's energizing. No matter 
how down you might have been at the moment, it just brings it 
back and brings the Spirit into our midst. … 
 
Read entire story >>> 

 
8/5/14 
Young Artists Showcase at Mechanics Hall Tomorrow 

 

Hook Series Program Announced  
– Alexander Pattavina, Rising Freshman at Juilliard  
Fantasia and Fugue in C Minor          J S Bach   
Variations on “Mein junges Leben hat ein End”             Sweelinck   
Sketch in D-flat     Robert Schumann  
Sonata 2                  Felix Mendelssohn 
Consolation (Songs without Words, tr. Pattavina)          Felix Mendelssohn  
Cortege et Litanie                Marcel Dupré  
 
Part of the  Year of the Organ  
– Celebrating 150 Years of The Worcester Organ 
 

                                  

In the News:   Our Own Lois Toeppner Showcased   in T&G Article 

Westboro organist keeps  
fine-tuning her craft 
Lois Z. Toeppner is barely 5 feet tall, but when she sits 
in front of the J.W. Walker & Sons organ at St. John 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudbury, and turns it on 
to hear the bellows hiss to life, its steel pipes gleaming 
like teeth, she can make the church shake with a joyful 
noise.     … 
She has devoted most of her energies to organ music, 
either by performing or working with the American 
Guild of Organists on the state, regional and national 
level. She officially retired from teaching as a business 
education teacher from Medway High School in 1998, 
but she doesn't call it a retirement, just a move on to 
her next phase of life. 
 
Read entire article >>> 

 
Lois Toeppner with the J.W. Walker & Sons pipe 
organ at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Sudbury. She has been playing the organ all her 
life 

http://tucson.com/entertainment/music/pipe-organ-gets-new-life-at-tucson-s-catalina-united/article_0ca23fb2-af71-57da-b5a2-5229722b0457.html
http://www.telegram.com/article/20140803/NEWS/308039910/0/SEARCH


OPEN CONSOLE VENUE INVITATION 
Have YOU thought about hosting a First Mondays Open-Console night at your church? 
If you are currently playing an interesting or historical pipe organ that's in good shape, hosting a first-Monday Open-
Console is a fun way to share it with your AGO colleagues. We have about an hour each visit where we meet friends new 
and old, hear some good playing and get caught up on local chapter doings.  
I'd be glad to answer any questions or discuss it further. 
First Mondays resume in October. 
 
Kurt Blomstrom, First Mondays Open Console Coordinator (and co-sub-dean) 
(508)832-6405 
kablomstrom@gmail.com 
 
First Thursday Lunches Continue  
Take a break and join the conversation and goings-on among your colleagues at Tweeds, Grove St Worc, Noon Thursday 
8/7 
 
In the News:   Broude Bros Publishers:  Williamstown, MA  
After 75 years, a little-known music publishing business is still 
chugging along in a nearly forgotten former elementary school in 
the hills of northern Williamstown. 
 
Since there are few dealers in these types of publications, the old 
school building has become a repository of musical history and 
knowledge, catalogued and stacked from floor to ceiling, waiting 
for someone somewhere to seek out that knowledge, possibly to 
make it audible again. 
 
Read more >>> 

 

 

Regional AGO Calendar 
8/5 (Boston) FREE Summer Series at Old West  

8/6 (Alexander Pattavina, Young Artists Series in Worcester) The Year of the Organ: Young Artists Series  

8/6 (Stephen Buzard in Methuen) MMMH 2014 Organ Recital Series  

8/12 (Boston) Chris Lane Organ Concert at The Mother Church  

8/12 (Susanna Valleau in Boston) FREE Summer Series at Old West  

8/13 (Grant Wareham, Young Artists Series in Worcester) The Year of the Organ: Young Artists Series  

8/13 (Monica Alexandra Harper in Methuen) MMMH 2014 Organ Recital Series  

8/19 (Boston) FREE Summer Series at Old West  

8/20 (Dongho Lee in Methuen) MMMH 2014 Organ Recital Series  

8/26 (Boston) FREE Summer Series at Old West  

8/27 (Nicole Marane in Methuen) MMMH 2014 Organ Recital Series  

9/7 (Christa, Rakich, organ Greig Shearer, Flute Kathleen Schiano, Cello in Somers) Organ Dedication Concert  

9/7 (Christa, Rakich, organ Greig Shearer, Flute Kathleen Schiano, Cello in Somers) Organ Dedication Concert  

9/12 (Jacob Street in Methuen) MMMH Fall Scholarship Fund Organ Recital  

9/21 (Andrea Toschi, organist in Worcester) Andrea Toschi, Organ Recital  

9/21 (Hector Olivera, organist in Worcester) The Year of the Organ: Free Concert  

9/27 (Peter Richard Conte, Ray Cornils, Kotzschmar Festival Brass in Portland) Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ Present: Grand Opening Concert  

9/28 (Wellesley) Andrea Toschi, organist  

10/3 (Ray Cornils, Kotzschmar Organ in Portland) Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ Present: First Friday ArtWalk Demos and Tours  

10/5 (Ray Cornils, Kotzschmar Organ in Portland) Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ Present: Kotzschmar Organ Tours  

10/5 (Liuwe Tamminga, organ and Bruce Dickey, cornetto in Worcester) Organ and Cornetto in concert  

10/5 (Ray Cornils, Kotzschmar Organ in Portland) Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ Present: Kotzschmar Organ Tours  

10/24 (Isabelle Demers in Methuen) MMMH Berj Zamchokian Memorial Organ Recital  

10/26 (Hook 150th Anniv Rededication Concert in Worcester) The Year of the Organ: 150th Anniv Rededication  

mailto:kablomstrom@gmail.com
http://www.telegram.com/article/20140804/NEWS/308049982/0/SEARCH
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10022
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9874
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9925
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10036
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10020
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9875
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9926
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10026
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9927
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10027
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9928
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10033
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10034
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9929
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10003
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9876
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9987
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10035
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9988
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9989
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=10004
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9990
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9930
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=9877


7/29/14 

 
WorcAGO Executive Board is cooking up an exciting Year. 
It begins with ORGAN DAY IN WORCESTER – 3pm at Holy Cross;  then 7pm Hector Olivera at Mechanics Hall.  
Sunday Sept 21 – mark your calendars!   (three local restaurants are offering discounts/coupons for dinner in-between) 
 
 
Mech Hall August Young Artists Showcase Series  - 2014 Year of the Organ 
Wednesday noontimes in August bring the opportunity to hear superb talent.  FREE 

 
Aug 6 - Alexander Pattavina, a rising freshman at Juilliard under Paul Jacobs;  outstanding improviser! 
 

 
Aug 13 - Grant Wareham (from Dayton, OH), rising freshman at Rice University;  winner of the Outstanding 
Musician by Ohio Federation of Music Clubs and WDPR/Classical 88.1 Young Talent Search 



CALLING ALL ORGANISTS 
Our WorcAGO Program Committee has scheduled a "Hymn-Sing with Organ Preludes" for   7 p.m., Friday, February 6, 
2015   at St. Peter's Church, 929 Main Street, Worcester.  
We are seeking eight to ten volunteer organists to play a quality hymn prelude and then lead the singing of that hymn. 
This is a great chance for our members, particularly those haven't played in chapter events, to perform a hymn prelude 
they know well, collaborate with friendly colleagues, help our chapter and have fun doing it. The organ is a splendid 
1967 Casavant Freres III-35. 
 
If you would like to participate or have questions, please contact Dorothy Frisch,  dfrisch@charter.net, (860)630-4962, 
as soon as possible before October 1. 
 
Frescobaldi Highlighted at Holy Cross - Sat. Aug 2 
Abraham Ross, Organ Scholar, will present Messa Della Madonna of Girolamo Frescobaldi within a mass at St. Joseph 
Memorial Chapel at College of the Holy Cross. This liturgy will represent the final presentation for Abraham’s summer 
research project, which studied and prepared for a historical performance of Fiori Musicali. The mass will incorporate 
each of the pieces, versets, and chants in their appropriate context. Mass parts will be performed in alternatim with a 
schola gregoriana, who will be joined by tenor Michael Calmes. Admission is free, all are invited to attend. 
 
Our Own Jen McPherson at Methuen TOMORROW 

 
Methuen Memorial Music Hall is located at 192 
Broadway (Route 28), Methuen, MA (across from 
CVS). 
Admission: $12 Adults, $5 children.  
 
This concert is presented in memory of Lee W. Malone. 

Wednesday, July 30, at 8:00 p.m. 
METHUEN MEMORIAL MUSIC HALL mmmh.org  
presents 
JENNIFER McPHERSON, Organist 
in a Summer Series Recital on the Great Organ  
Program: 
Johann Sebastian Bach: Pièce d'Orgue, BWV 572  
Arvo Pärt: Annum per annum  
Dieterich Buxtehude: Passacaglia in d minor, BuxWV 161  
Petr Eben: Nědelní Hudba (Sunday Music)—3. Moto Ostinato  
Olivier Messiaen: Messe de la Pentecôte—4. Communion: Les 
oiseaux et les sources; 5. Sortie: Le vent de l’Esprit)  
Ad Wammes: Miroir  
Franz Liszt: Praeludium und Fuge über das Thema B-A-C-H, S. 
260 
JENNIFER McPHERSON, of Eliot, ME, is pursuing an MM degree 
in historical performance at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, 
studying organ with Jonathan Moyer and harpsichord with Webb 
Wiggins. She was Organ Scholar of the Class of 2013 at the 
College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA, studying with James 
David Christie. Previously, she studied with Abbey Hallberg-
Siegfried in Portsmouth, NH. Jennifer has performed throughout 
New England as a recitalist, and she was guest organist with the 
University Chorale of Boston College (John Finney, director) on 
tours of Ireland and Prague. She won third prize in the 2012 
International Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck Organ Competition in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and First Prize in the 2013 AGO 
Quimby Region I Competition. Recently she was featured as a 
Rising Star soloist at the AGO National Convention in Boston. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:dfrisch@charter.net
http://mmmh.org/


Wanamaker & Conte Featured in WSJ 
Wanamaker Dreams 
Come True

 

Peter Richard Conte celebrates 25 years as Grand Court Organist 

For two and a half decades, Peter Richard Conte has had one of the strangest, 
most wonderful jobs in all of retail. Twice a day, six days a week he has performed 
45-minute concerts on one of the largest pipe organs in the world, an instrument 
improbably located in a downtown Philadelphia department store. 
The organ, built for the 1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis, was such 
an enormous—and enormously expensive—undertaking that it bankrupted the 
manufacturer. It was claimed that the instrument, with some 10,000 pipes, was 
"capable of producing 17,179,869,183 distinct tonal effects." 
Read Entire WSJ Article >>> 

 
Residence Organ in the News (WSJ) 

 
4-manual 137-rank Aeolian Skinner  
in Cleveland House  

 
A Vintage Pipe Organ in a Modern Cleveland 
Home 
 
By day, Eugene Blackstone heads a research department at the 
famed Cleveland Clinic's heart and vascular institute. But when he's 
at home, a different organ takes center stage: a 20th-century 
Aeolian-Skinner instrument that will have nearly 7,400 pipes when 
the installation is finished in the fall…  Shipping and installation of the 
organ added $1.5 million to the bottom line. 
 
Read entire article >>> 

 
$183,000 left to church to get a pipe organ  
– interesting strings attached, and happy ending! 

 

 
Mac Libbey left the Bangor Maine congregational church 
$183,000 to be used only for the acquisition and installation of a 
new pipe organ. If a pipe organ could not be found within 10 
years, the money would go to other charities. 
 
The congregation of New Hope Baptist Church in Boston was 
looking for a buyer for its Hook organ built in 1854. 
 
Read story >>>  (you have to "rate" a business, just click anything, it's harmless) 

 

http://online.wsj.com/articles/wanamaker-dreams-come-true-1403733772
http://online.wsj.com/articles/a-vintage-pipe-organ-in-a-modern-cleveland-home-1403827000
https://bangordailynews.com/2014/07/27/living/estate-of-man-who-left-church-over-loss-of-pipe-organ-to-fund-refurbished-hook-organ-in-bangor/?ref=comments


Organs Get Around: 
   Former Wicks Instrument  Donated to Cathedral in Somoa  in the South Pacific 
  New Casavant dedicated in May 2014 in Missouri 

 
Ladders to Heaven – installing the  
New Casavant Op 3898 in Missouri 

 
Accompanied by the 4,357 pipes of a 2013-installed Casavant 
pipe organ, the congregation raised its collective voice in carols 
last Christmas destined to echo symbolically in the heart of the 
South Pacific Ocean, where the 1955  Wicks IV/46 Op. 3658 
instrument was donated to Samoa's Immaculate Conception of 
Mary Cathedral which was destroyed by the 2009 tsunami. 
 
 
The new $1.7M Casavant Op 3898  III/76 was dedicated formally 
in May by Vincent Dubois and is voiced in the French symphonic 
style. 
 
 
Church Web Site Organ Article >>> 
Newspaper Article >>> 
OHS citation for Immaculate Conception >>> 

 
7/16/14 
WorcAGO to co-sponsor Holy Cross Performance 
Saturday, August 2 at 7 pm 
Abraham Ross, HC Organ Scholar, will present Messa Della Madonna of Girolamo Frescobaldi within a mass at St. Joseph 
Memorial Chapel at College of the Holy Cross. This liturgy will represent the final presentation for Abraham’s summer 
research project, which studied and prepared for a historical performance of Fiori Musicali. The mass will incorporate 
each of the pieces, versets, and chants in their appropriate context. Mass parts will be performed in alternatim with a 
schola gregoriana, who will be joined by tenor Michael Calmes. Admission is free, all are invited to attend. 
 
Mech Hall August Young Artists Showcase Series  - 2014 Year of the Organ 
Wednesday noontimes in August bring the opportunity to hear superb talent.  FREE 
 
Aug 6 - Alexander Pattavina, a rising freshman at Juilliard under Paul Jacobs;  outstanding improviser! 
 
Aug 13 - Grant Wareham (from Dayton, OH), rising freshman at Rice University;  winner of the Outstanding 
Musician by Ohio Federation of Music Clubs and WDPR/Classical 88.1 Young Talent Search 
 
Fasten Your Seatbelts – Hector Olivera Comes to Worcester!  -  2014 Year of the Organ 
Sunday Sept 21 7pm  (part of Worcester Organ Day – preceded by 3PM concert at Holy Cross 
by Maestro Toschi) 
AGO Members (any chapter) receive special admission price of $10. 
Three downtown restaurants are offering promotions/discounts to attendees of Worcester Organ Day. 
Maestro Hector Olivera is a passionate, gifted, and unique musician, whose personal interpretations of both classical 
and popular music have amazed and delighted audiences around the world.   More Info >>> 

http://www.kirkwoodpres.org/news/organ/
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/the-christmas-eve-call-of-a-new-pipe-organ-at/article_f0a98847-2992-5fa2-91d6-c26570e3f2d2.html
http://database.organsociety.org/SingleOrganDetails.php?OrganID=51545
http://www.mechanicshall.org/tickets/concertdetail/hector09212014.html


Methuen Update:  Doug Major To Fill In Wednesday July 23 

 

 
 
 
The MMMH recitalist for July 23 had to 
regrettably cancel due to some health problems. 
However, our good friend Douglas Major has 
generously stepped in with a varied and intriguing 
program to delight us. Do plan to come - and 
bring your friends and students! 
 
Toccata in F - Bach 
Much Ado About Nothing -Richard Dirksen 
Three Sharp Preludes (2013) - Douglas Major 
Chorale III in A Minor  -Cèsar Franck 
Pièce Heroique - Cèsar Franck 
Suite du Premier Ton - Louis-Nicholas Clerambault 
L’Orgue Mystique  -Charles Tournemire 
       Fantasie-Choral - In Festo Pentecostes  
Crown Imperial -William Walton 

 
Music Benefits Every Body & Brain Across One's Lifespan  

 

"Music has been largely ignored by the medical community as an optional or elective issue, 
[but it's not just a source of great entertainment and enjoyment] - it represents the most 
challenging auditory stimulus in the world."  
 
A trio of new studies ["Start Music Lessons Early", "Music Training Influences Multiple 
Senses", "Musical Improvisation Strengthens Brain Circuits"] demonstrates that musical 
training affects the structure and function of different regions of the brain, how those regions 
communicate during the creation of music, and how the brain processes different sensory 
stimuli.  These insights point to potential new roles [for music in] fostering brain plasticity, 
treating learning disabilities, and as an alternative educational tool. 
 
READ MORE >>> 
 

 
 

 
YouTube video 

 
The Carrot Clarinet – a TED Talk  (this is not a joke) 
 
Creativity: taking two unrelated concepts and combining to make 
something new and different. 
 
You've probably seen organ pipes out of paper or clay, etc., but how about 
instruments out of vegetables?!   Linsey Pollak constructs one on stage and 
demonstrates it at the University of Sydney.    Entertaining! 
 
Learn what the difference is between a saxophone and clarinet! 
 

 

http://www.dailykos.com/story/2014/07/13/1310801/-KosAbility-Music-Benefits-Every-Body-Brain-Across-the-Lifespan
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2014/07/13/1310801/-KosAbility-Music-Benefits-Every-Body-Brain-Across-the-Lifespan
http://www.youtube.com/embed/BISrGwN-yH4
http://www.youtube.com/embed/BISrGwN-yH4
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WorcAGO  Charter Member  
Eli Passed Away Last Week 
Founding member Eli A. Burack passed away last week in Florida. He was a 
graduate of New England Conservatory, choral and instrumental director, 
organist at Temple Emanuel (32 years), jazz and big band aficionado, and 
staff musician at WTAG and WAAB. 
>> More Details 
 

 
Boston 2014 Convention  Workshop Handouts  Available Online 
About 60 of the 90 workshop presenters have posted their handouts from the extensive range of topic areas covered in 
June's convention. 
         See the new centralized list here>>  Workshop Handouts 
The PDF files will be posted only until October, so grab now what you might be interested in, and then read them at the 
beach later this summer! 
 
Learn about topics related to organs, organ music, composers, handbells, choral techniques, hymn playing, spirituals, 
improvisation, registration, etc.  
– topics that you can bone-up on  to increase your proficiency and knowledgebase. 
 
Questions About 2014-15 Renewals? 
By now you would have received an email "invoice" link to either renew by credit card online (REALLY easy:  it'll take 
more time to find your billfold than it will to renew!) 
or by mailed check.  If you don't have a working email, you would have received a hardcopy letter.  If all else fails, send 
your check in to us and we'll make it right. 
Membership renewals are running late this year due to the convention and conversion to the online "ONCARD" national 
system.  We appreciate your patience with all this. 
The new process is certainly much easier for your volunteer board members, and we hope you will join to make the new 
fiscal year a success for all of us! 
If you have questions, please contact our registrar/treasurer  John Weit  at  registrar@worcesterago.org 
 
 
Frescobaldi Highlighted at Holy Cross - Sat. Aug 2 
Abraham Ross, Organ Scholar, will present Messa Della Madonna of Girolamo Frescobaldi within a mass at St. Joseph 
Memorial Chapel at College of the Holy Cross. This liturgy will represent the final presentation for Abraham’s summer 
research project, which studied and prepared for a historical performance of Fiori Musicali. The mass will incorporate 
each of the pieces, versets, and chants in their appropriate context. Mass parts will be performed in alternatim with a 
schola gregoriana, who will be joined by tenor Michael Calmes. Admission is free, all are invited to attend. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://brezniakrodman.com/obituary-archive/eli-burack/
http://www.agoboston2014.org/handouts/
mailto:registrar@worcesterago.org


First Baptist Announces Annual Anthem Competition 

 
 
AGO National Election Results Officially Announced 
(See the national web site for more details) 
 
The AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS announced a newly 
elected National Council for a term of two years, July 1, 2014–June 30, 2016. Election results were 
reported on Tuesday, June 24, during the AGO Annual Meeting, held in conjunction with the AGO 
National Convention in Boston, Mass. Members of the newly elected National Council include four 
national officers and three national councillors with portfolio. In addition, in accordance with AGO 
Bylaws, AGO Past President Eileen Guenther will remain on the Council as a non-voting member for 
a period of one year. The non-voting AGO Executive Director serves as an ex officio member of Council. 
PRESIDENT John Walker, FAGO, DMA Baltimore, Md. 
VICE PRESIDENT / COUNCILLOR Christian M. Lane, MM 

FOR COMPETITIONS AND NEW MUSIC Somerville, Mass. 
SECRETARY / COUNCILLOR Mary V. Stutz, BS 

FOR COMMUNICATIONS Williamsburg, Va. 
TREASURER / COUNCILLOR FOR Barbara Adler, SPC, DMA 

FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT Kansas City, Mo. 
COUNCILLOR FOR CONVENTIONS Michael Velting, DMA Nashville, Tenn. 
COUNCILLOR FOR EDUCATION Don Cook, AAGO, DMA Provo, Utah 
COUNCILLOR FOR MEMBERSHIP / David K. Lamb, CAGO, DMUS 

CONVENOR OF REGIONAL New Albany, Ind. 
 
COUNCILLORS 
Non-Voting Members of the AGO National Council 
AGO PAST PRESIDENT Eileen Guenther, DMA 

Ex officio Vienna, Va. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR James E. Thomashower, CAE, BA 

Ex officio New York, N.Y. 
CHAPLAIN Don E. Saliers 
Honorary Atlanta, Ga. 
—— 
Seven regional councillors were also elected during the national election. In accordance with the 
Guild’s new organizational structure, the regional councillors will be represented on the National 
Council through the Councillor for Membership. 
NORTHEAST REGION Cheryl Duerr, AAGO, MM  Formerly Regions I and II Attleboro, Mass. 
 
 
 
 



Organists Wanted  Visiting Hawaii?? 

 
Organists wanted  
– A want ad in  The Diapason  magazine  
placed by church in Maui (click above image for details) 
 
 
7/7/14 
Convention Musings – About two dozen WorcAGO Members Attended Boston 2014 
 
A little more frequent than Halley's Comet, a National AGO Convention comes within driving distance every few 
decades.  
Boston has served as host some three times in recent history, and 2014 certainly "raised the bar" for excellence in all 
aspects.  In this and the next few issues of our newsletter, we'll be noting some highlights and reflections from the 
intense and busy week.   >>> Photo Galleries 
 
SOMETHING'S BEEN HAPPENING – AND IT'S ALL GOOD! – FROM WILL SHERWOOD, WorcAGO Dean   (one of several 
upcoming reflections from your dean) 
Something's happening with our young people – every generation says this, usually referring to the demise of manners, 
civility, and respect.  
Those "hoodlums", "hippies", "delinquents" are all becoming lowlifes—is what we frequently hear. 
However, I'm here to report that I've observed an revolutionary increase in quality and number of outstanding young 
organists both on the horizon and recently launched into the organ world.  I've got to believe this is in big part 
attributable to the AGO's decade-long focus on youth in the form of POE's, PPP's, Rising Stars,  and general awareness 
and cheerleading.   Last year, WorcAGO celebrated 20 years of our highly successful scholarship program, and many 
other chapters have similar programs to encourage youth (and all ages), not to mention the chapter that "invented" the 
first POE. 
The Boston convention was replete with young recitalists who presented international-circuit-quality concerts with 
demanding repertoire, some even from memory. 
All were musical and thrilling.  Thrilling in a number of respects: not only the organ music itself, but the audience rapport 
was strongly evident.  It's been exciting from my personal vantage point of having hosted for a number of years Young 
Artists Showcase both at Mechanics Hall and 1st U to see this new generation of talent grow and blossom into top-shelf 
performers as well as fine and personable people—far from delinquent! 
 
FOCUS ON YOUTH – TWO  FIRSTS  AT THE BOSTON CONVENTION – FROM WILL SHERWOOD 
Cutting-edge it was:  A Family Day (pre-convention Saturday) program and demonstration play-hall took over Old South 
in a whirlwind of short concerts, organ-accompanied silent films, Peter & the Wolf (organ transcription with dramatic 
reading), 3-octave+pedal/5-rank portativ demonstration organ, and the list goes on. 
Like New England weather, if it's not for you, wait 15 minutes until the next segment and you'll be dazzled by the King of 
Instruments.  On average about 75 were in attendance in the sanctuary ("theater") throughout the day, with fascinated 
listeners ranging from the very young to the curious older generation too. 

http://emailactivity1.ecn5.com/engines/linkfrom.aspx?b=894798&e=240452128&lid=6068968&l=http://www.thediapason.com/classified/organists-wanted
http://worcesterago.org/boston/
http://emailactivity1.ecn5.com/engines/linkfrom.aspx?b=894798&e=240452128&lid=6068968&l=http://www.thediapason.com/classified/organists-wanted


Gone was the stereotype of the pipe organ as "Phantom of the Opera", replaced with a huge range of tonal effects 
demos and repertoire masterpieces that were truly awe-inspiring.  How could you resist goose-bumplies in seeing the 
littlest's eyes bug-open-wide when Peter Krasinski tells "Pricilla's" Story with animated voice inflections, jumping body 
movements, and of course 32' tumbles and 1' whistles – a true wide-frequency hearing test! 
The fun continued in the Copley Place (indoors) patio area (Mon-Thurs) where a 16' low CCC with a hand-pumped 2x3' 
reservoir gave a steamboat signal, along with the 5-rank portativ demonstration where ANYONE could take it out for a 
spin.  The convention's organ scholars staffed the "booth" area all week and informed laypeople about the pipe organ, 
as well as planted seeds in some passer-by pianists' minds along the way.  And the kids again were great – fascinated by 
something non-iPad-ic. 
Thursday brought Youth Day at the convention – introductions, demonstrations, concerts, and hands-on open console 
at the great Aeolian-Skinner at Trinity Church. 
These 8 or so high schoolers, already beginning organ students, left the day with intensified enthusiasm, and gratitude 
for the experience and life-long memories. 

 
Peter Krasinski at Old South Family Day demonstration. 
 

 
Jonathan Ortloff accompanies silent film. 
 

 
Convention Chair (and Portland Municipal Organist) Ray Cornils explains what toes are for. 
 



 
Demonstration of the portativ – all hands on (key)board 
 

 
Copley Place Mall Demonstration 
 

 
Small meets large:  Open Console at Trinity Copley 
 
 
FROM LOIS TOEPPNER 
Boston 2014 couldn’t have been better.   Ray Cornils, a dynamic, creative, and personable individual, organized a 
winning event.   
Choosing among the plethora of excellent convention options was a formidable challenge for attendees. There were 
workshops, scholarly papers, and high-quality recitals on varied organs in both Boston and Cambridge.  Additionally, the 
exhibit booths were filled with music and related musical items.   
It was great to hear James David Christie and the Boston Landmark Orchestra in an exciting opening performance at 
Symphony Hall.  It was equally wonderful to hear our Rising Star Jennifer McPherson play an magnificent recital at Old 
South Church – truly impressive playing.  Peter Krasinski introduced young folks to the organ and accompanied a silent 



film during the event (Tom gave it an A+).   Our dean, Will, was discreetly all over the place, as he was the official 
convention photographer.  I understand he captured around 2000 pix!   My own job as national secretary kept me 
hopping – a number of meetings, including a presentation at the National Meeting, three evening receptions, and time 
spent with my successor.    
 
And now my elected time has been completed.  It really has meant many hours of volunteer time.  I have met fantastic 
people from all over and have traveled to places and truly feel honored to have had this opportunity to serve.  Can’t tell 
you how many, many people have asked me, “What are you going to do next?”   For sure, I’m going to continue to enjoy 
my colleagues in the Worcester Chapter! 
 
 
FROM HARRY WOODELL 
Transcriptions are back and are taking the world by storm!  What originally incited a riot, The Rite of Spring by Igor 
Stravinsky, now raises a full house audience to ovations!  The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, has an instrument and 
an acoustic that allows a skilled performer to put this work right out there.  Stephen Tharp played his transcription of 
this seminal work, and used all of the tools of the Aeolian-Skinner organ to full effect. 
 
 
FROM JAMES MOORE 
I have not been to many recent AGO national conventions but, because it was Boston, I decided to go this time. 
Generally, my preference for music is “early” music and this convention provided that, among other options. I will try to 
write about the “early” options as well as the other programs that I enjoyed. 
 
Normally, when I go away, I attempt to take a Sunday off to enjoy a church service at another city. This time, because I 
am retired on a “fixed income,” I decided to wait until Monday.  I had received a notice from my home parish, The 
Church of the Advent, that the music of the mass for the Sunday before the convention would be the Stravinsky Mass 
for Chorus and Double Wind Quintet and I was sorry to miss that. One of the problems with being an organist is that we 
can’t go to our own parishes as often as we would like.  
 
The first concert I heard was the Monday night concert of organ and orchestra given by the Boston Landmarks Orchestra 
at Symphony Hall with Jim Christie playing the organ. The music was by Guilmant, Langlais, with Madame Langlais in the 
audience, Pinkham, Piston, and Samuel Barber. The 1949 Aeolian-Skinner Symphony Hall organ has been recently rebuilt 
by the Foley-Baker Company with a French-style console. It seemed to be in nice working order and Jim presented 
wonderful performances, receiving an almost instant standing ovation from the audience. 
 
Tuesday began with an interfaith worship service for the Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Cross. The choir was the choir from Trinity Church, Copley Square. Colin Lynch played the prelude and the service 
music. Leo Abbott, the organist and director of music for the cathedral played the postlude, Fantasie sur l’hymne à Saint 
Jean Baptiste, written for the service by Daniel Roth, organist of St. Sulpice in Paris. A spine-tingling moment for me was 
participating in the opening hymn, “Love divine, all loves excelling,” Blaenwern, with a cathedral full of organists and 
choir directors singing. When the organist dropped out on one verse, the sound of the part singing became 
overwhelming to me. Tuesday night I went to Cambridge to St. Paul’s Church and heard the Handel and Haydn Society 
Period Instrument Orchestra and Chorus with John Finney conducting. They performed music by J. S. and his son, C. P. E. 
Bach. I had not seen John conduct before. I really enjoyed the music and watching him conduct. Unfortunately for me, 
this was his last performance with H. and H.   Following this concert, we walked over to Harvard’s Memorial Chapel 
where a Fiske has been taken out of the chancel, replaced by an old Skinner organ, and a new Fiske has been placed in 
the back balcony. We heard a concert by Christian Lane, university organist, who played both organs. 
 
At least three, maybe four, of Jim Christie's students or former students were featured in the "Rising Stars" concerts. 
They were Jennifer McPherson, Nicholas Capozzoli,  and Alcee Chriss. I only had time to hear two, who played 
wonderfully. I heard Alcee Chriss at the Church of the Covenant then rushed over to hear Nicholas Capozzoli at Old 
South Church. Both were students at Oberlin.  I had had the opportunity to hear them play French 18th and 19th 



century organs while I was on a tour of French organs of the 18th and 19th century during January. Look for them both 
in the future. They will rise in fame.  
One of the early music groups I got to hear was the group Blue Heron, conducted by Scott Metcalfe. This group sang 
music by Ludford (1490-1557), songs from the Fayrfax manuscript and Henry VIII's songbook, and Missa Spes nostra by 
Rober Jones, who "flourished" from 1520-1535. They were perfectly tuned and the music, for me, was wonderful.  
 
I did not have a ticket, which was required for seating, to attend a Praetorius Organvespers for Pentecost service at First 
Lutheran Church, with its wonderful Richards, Fowkes & Co. organ from 2000.  I stood begging at the back door and one 
appeared! The church's organist, Bálint Karosi played the organs, the church organ and a continuo organ in the chancel. 
His playing wonderfully filled the church and provided strong leadership for the congregational singing of German hymns 
(in English.) The service was sung in German and Latin by Canto Armonico and conducted by Dr. Ulf Wellner from 
Minden, Germany, and Cheryl Ryder, from Boston. Following the wonderfully sung service, we had the opportunity to 
hear Joan Lippincott perform a concerto by Handel, one by C. P. E. Bach, and one by his father, J. S. Bach. The orchestra 
was the Boston Early Music Festival Chamber ensemble with Robert Mealy director.  
 
Thursday I got to hear Heinrich Christensen, the organist of King's Chapel, perform a program for organ with string 
players. They performed music by Pinkham, Robert Sirota, Naji Hakim, Lisa Bielawa, and Padre Antonio Soler. In his 
program notes, Heinrich stated that he included the Soler because his predecessor, Daniel Pinkham, and E. Power Biggs 
had performed Soler at Harvard's Adolphus Busch Hall on its Flentrop organ and a chamber organ and this music is too 
rarely heard today.  
 
Thursday night I attended my own parish, The Church of the Advent for a wonderfully sung Solemn Evensong service 
played and directed by the church's organist, Mark Dwyer, and associate organist, Ross Wood. This was a service rich 
with English choral music from Byrd to Bernard Rose. Following this service was an organ concert given by John Scott, 
the organist and director of music for New York's St. Thomas Church.  
 
I took the extra day Friday particularly to hear the wonderful mean-tone Fiske organ at Wellesley College, beautifully 
played by Kimberly Marshall. She played music from the fifteenth century to J. S. Bach. The squeaking of the bellows, 
which were foot-pumped, distracted some people but I found a seat in the chancel of the chapel so I could watch as it 
happened. Following this concert we went to St. Andrew's Episcopal church in Wellesley to hear Renée Anne Louprette 
play it's 2005 Juget-Sinclair organ. The room seemed dry but the organ was very strongly voiced. Our lunch was at the 
Wellesley Village Church with its three-manual Rieger organ and its chapel Noack organ of two manuals and pedal and 
six stops. We got the opportunity to sing hymns lead by David Carrier and I went into the chapel and played its organ 
during that time.  
 
From Wellesley we traveled to Groton, where we got to hear a fun theater organ concert given by Jonathan Ortloff  at 
the Shanklin Music Hall. Then, we went up to Methuen to Music Hall to hear Kola Owolabi, James Kibbie's new colleague 
at the University of Michigan. Mr. Owolabi played a piece by Rachel Laurin, the Andante from the Deuxième Symphonie 
by Widor, music by Godwin Sadoh, a Nigerian composer, and a Sonatina by Leo Sowerby. The program was beautifully 
played and, I am sure Michigan will be happy to have Mr. Owolabi. 
 
I was too exhausted to attend the closing concert at Boston's Mother Church, the First Church of Christ Scientist, played 
by Stephen Tharp. I heard afterwards that is was an amazing concert all played by memory including Stravinsky's Rite of 
Spring! We had a fun closing reception at the hotel with the Berklee Jazz Organ Group. 
 
I have not mentioned the many scholarly papers, workshops, and, even a workshop of shape-note singing! 
 
I saw many old friends, was certainly revitalized, and got to hear some very good music. 
 
 
 
 
 



Among Our Members 
Our condolences and prayers are with Kurt Blomstrom and his family after the recent death of his mother Eleanor 
Blomstrom.  Obituary 
 
Neighboring MVAGO Chapter Member Receives National Award 
  

 

Organ Historian Barbara Owen received the Edward A. Hansen Leadership 
Award during the General Assembly at the AGO National Convention last 
week, in recognition of her many years of devoted service to the organ and 
to her organist colleagues, from the publication of numerous articles and 
books to the many leadership positions that Barbara held with continuous 
success. 
The picture below shows Eileen Guenther, AGO (Past) President, presenting 
the award to Barbara at last week's convention.  
  
Please join me in congratulating and thanking Barbara for her service, 
especially to the Merrimack Valley Chapter and other local AGO Chapters. 
  
Have a wonderful summer, 
  
Alain Bojarski 
Sub-Dean MVAGO    
 

 
WorcAGO Substitute Search Database Profile Adds New Feature 
(Cell Phone) Text Message notifications have been added as an option to our WorcAGO Musician 
(Substitute/Wedding/Funeral) database. 
Feel free to update your profile to add your cell phone number – not to worry, your cell phone number will not be 
published:  if someone wants to contact you (and you have chosen to use the "Click to Contact" method instead of 
publishing your email address), all inquiries will be copied as a text message to your cell phone.  Several have requested 
this feature since they don't read their email as frequently any more, and quite often the search for a musician warrants 
a quick response.  >>> Edit your profile   ( click on  edit your "SUBSTITUTE" Profile) 
 
Fun at the Convention Exhibits 

 
For those inspired improvisations. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/telegram/obituary.aspx?pid=171488108
http://worcesterago.org/members/

