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7/29/13 

In Memoriam – Beverly Vogel (former WorcAGO member;  Services tomorrow/Monday 
morning) 

 
HOLDEN - Beverly J. Vogel, 66, of Fireside Lane, died peacefully at home under the loving care of her 
family and the compassionate staff of the VNA Hospice of Worcester on Wednesday, July 24, 2013, 
after a courageous battle with cancer. Born in Worcester and raised in West Boylston, Beverly was the 
daughter of Frank and Beatrice (Pearson) Kimball, and lived 33 years in Holden. 
Beverly graduated from West Boylston High School in 1965 and received her Bachelor's degree from 
Worcester State College. She worked for Group Health & Benefit Administrators in Worcester for many 
years, retiring in 2008. Beverly was an accomplished organist and played for several area churches in 
the towns of West Boylston, Hubbardston, Gardner, Holden and most recently Emanuel Lutheran 
Church in Worcester. She was a member of The First Congregational Church of West Boylston. 
Beverly cherished family gatherings at their summer home in Wellfleet, boating with her husband in 

Cape Cod Bay and cross-country skiing in Jackson, New Hampshire. She loved spending time with her grandsons and baking 
cookies. She also enjoyed the companionship of her cat Princess. Beverly was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother and 
friend. She will be remembered for her gentle and kind nature. 
The family would like to extend their sincerest appreciation to Dr. Thomas Abrams at Dana Farber Institute and Dr. Martin 
Goodman at Tufts New England Medical Center for their compassion and care shown to Beverly and her entire family. 
She leaves behind her beloved husband of 35 years, The Rev. George E. Vogel; a daughter, Wendy Liddy and her husband Paul 
of West Boylston; two sons, Craig Wheeler of Andover and Scott Wheeler of Worcester; a sister, Barbara Erickson of Tampa, 
Florida; and two grandsons, Andrew and Cameron. 
Relatives and friends are invited to attend calling hours from 3 to 6 p.m. on Sunday, July 28, at the Miles Funeral Home, 1158 
Main St., Holden. A funeral service honoring Beverly's life will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on Monday, July 29, in The First 
Congregational Church of West Boylston. Interment will follow in Mt. Vernon Cemetery, West Boylston. Donations in lieu of 
flowers may be made to The First Congregational Church of West Boylston, 26 Central St., West Boylston, MA 01583. 
 
 
 
SPC Success:  Congratulations to Kyle Bertulli 
Kyle passed the Service Playing Exam, with the exam performed at Wesley United Methodist, Worcester.  He played 
several hymns, anthem accompaniments, and organ solos, as well as the traditional transposing up/down a half or 
whole step of a prepared hymn.   
Congratulations, Kyle! 
 
 
 
Summer at Mechanics Hall – Wednesday Noontime Brownbags  Aug 7 & 14 
 
Jacob Street will perform August 7, and Mary & Anna Pan (sisters) will perform August 14.   These concerts are co-
sponsored by WorcAGO. 



 
Sisters Mary & Anna Pan (students of former WorcAGO member Trish Snyder) practice at the 1864 Hook – among other 
pieces,  they will be performing the Wagner organ duet:  Ride of the Valkyries 
 
WorcAGO Member Directory ("Yearbook")  Will Be Published Soon 
Please be sure that you've renewed your membership, AND that you've checked your member profile to be sure all the 
information is up to date. 
Login to edit your Member Profile 
 

Annual AGO Renewals      were due July 1 

 

http://worcesterago.com/members/profile/edit-member.php�


7/19/13 
Upcoming events . . . 

Concert on oldest surviving William A Johnson instrument -  Sunday July 21  4pm  in Heath, Mass.    FREE 

Over the last two years, a very important pipe organ restoration has succeeded in the west Franklin County town of 
Heath, Massachusetts, where the church is home to the oldest surviving instrument (1849) from the shop of William A. 
Johnson, Westfield, Mass. 
Nathan J. Laube, will present a recital including program notes by both performer and restorers, to illuminate further the 
history and unique musical context of the priceless instrument. The concert is open to the public without charge, but 
free-will contributions for the continued maintenance of the organ will be accepted gratefully.  
 

The bucolic route to Heath, which follows Avery Brook Road north of the scenic Mohawk Trail (Route 2), west of 
Shelburne and east of Charlemont, will make a spectacular but relaxing ride on a mid-summer’s afternoon. The 
cool breezes at the 1,875-foot summit of Heath Center will ensure a pleasant atmosphere for this festive and 
stimulating gathering. A light reception will follow. Please make your plans to join in the celebration, and for this 
once-in-a-lifetime musical event, in Heath on July 21st! 
Union Evangelical Church, 5 East Main Street, Heath, Massachusetts 
Thank you for your consideration of this request.  We hope for as much publicity and support as can be had for 
this truly impressive project, and for the wonderful recital that is certain to follow in July.  

 
Jacob Street debuts at Mechanics Hall Wed Aug 7 – noon    FREE 

Jacob Street, a native of North Reading, Massachusetts, graduated from Oberlin Conservatory with a Master’s 
degree in the Historical Performance of Keyboard Instruments.  At Oberlin, he studied organ with James David 
Christie and Olivier Latry, as well as harpsichord and continuo with Webb Wiggins.  Jacob received his Bachelor’s 
in Music at College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, where he was the Holy Cross organ scholar of the class of 
2010.  Jacob first studied organ and piano for 14 years with Prof. John Skelton.  Jacob has been the recipient of 
several international prizes in organ performance, including most recently Second Prize in the Buxtehude 
International Organ Competition.  While at Oberlin, Jacob also received the inaugural Rubin Institute Prize in 
Music Criticism.  This fall, Jacob will travel to Lübeck, Germany as a Fulbright scholar, studying organ with Prof. 
Arvid Gast. 

Summer Sing at Trinity  Monday Aug 12 

SUMMER SINGSPIRATION! 
CARL ORFF’S       CARMINA BURANA 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12 – 7:30 PM 
Come and participate in a fun SUMMER SING  Admission: $10 at the door for singers, $5 for listeners. 

Trinity Lutheran Church Jeppson Hall 73 Lancaster Street, Worcester, MA 
Bring your own score or borrow one of ours! 

 
All choral singers in the area are invited to come have some late summer choral fun and sing through Carl Orff’s great 
masterwork, Carmina Burana!  Bring your own score or borrow one of ours, or just come and listen.  Salisbury Singers 
Music Director Dr. Michelle Graveline will conduct a short rehearsal of the more challenging sections, and after a break, 
we will sing this exciting work straight through. 

For additional information, email mgraveli@assumption.edu 

mailto:mgraveli@assumption.edu�


 
Music-Related Articles from the Web 
 

When Choirs Sing, Many Hearts Beat As One 
 

When members of a choir sing, their heart rates quickly become 
synchronized, beating in the same rhythm. Researchers think this may 
be why singing together is a key part of religious rituals around the 
world, and such a joy for the singers. 

Read this story 

 

Modern Hymn Writers Aim To Take Back 
Sunday 
 

In recent decades, worship music has trended away from the classic 
"organ backed" hymns, and churches have moved to rocking praise 
songs made popular by Christian radio. Now, some modern hymn 
writers are looking back to a more traditional style. 

Read this story  

Job Opening in NJ 

The First Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) of Haddonfield, NJ, is searching for an organist. The membership of the church is 
approximately 1,100, and it is one of the few churches around that is growing in membership. The Sunday services are traditional—
no contemporary services. 
 
The organ is a three manual, 52-rank Austin, built in 1965. There are four Walker digital ranks, including a 32’ bombarde, 32’ 
bourdon, and E.M. Skinner’s English Horn, and the fairly new Walker console has multiple memory banks and is MIDI-capable. 
 
The location is ideal: in South Jersey, Haddonfield, an historic suburb of Philadelphia, is just 90 miles south of New York City, 9 miles 
east of Philadelphia, 100 miles from Baltimore, 40 miles from Princeton, 140 from Washington, and 55 miles from Atlantic City and 
the ocean. 
 
The position is part-time, with the salary at $23,000, which is negotiable. A full-time music director, who was recently hired, will 
oversee the program, and the organist will play for the 11:00 a.m. service each Sunday. The church’s assistant organist plays for the 
earliest service, in the chapel. A third Sunday morning service, traditional, but geared more for families with young children, has its 
own pianist. 
 
In addition, the organist will play for rehearsals and accompany the adult choir, oratorio choir, youth choir, and older children’s 
choir. The music program has 6 singing choirs and 4 handbell choirs. The younger choirs have their own accompanists. 
 
The former music director recently retired, after serving the Haddonfield church for 31 years, and the organist, my wife, also retired 
after serving as organist for the same length of time. 
 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=cba5988cba0e047a00867ed426159949fa374e65e9725f334c420e5258ac71a6b9cc93c7288cfbe9�
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It’s a wonderful church with a great music tradition. The two pastors are a joy to work with, and the congregation, made up of all 
ages and stripes, is open and loving. 
 
If you’re interested, or if you know of someone who might be, please let me know as soon as possible. The church would like to fill 
the position by the end of this summer. My email address is josephrouton@aol.com. 
 
Joe Routon 
Haddonfield, NJ 

7/15/13 

American Organbuilder Passes 
 
John Schantz (93) passed away July 4, 2013, a graduate of Oberlin, 
and having served in various roles at Schantz Organ Company 
(largest and oldest American pipe organ builder still under 
management of the founding family) from tonal director to CEO 
prior to his retirement in 2003. 
Obituary and some company history. 
 
Note:  We're aware of only one Schantz instrument in our area: 
Chestnut Street Congregational (1958, Opus 352) III/49  relocated  
   to United Congregational, currently unused. 
  

 
(Our own) Jonathan Bezdegian performs next week at Old West 

 

Tuesday July 23, 2013 8:00 PM -   Boston, MA  
Old West Summer Organ Series  
Old West Church, 131 Cambridge St. 
Cost: Free  
Performing: Jonathan Bezdegian 
Details: An organ concert by Jonathan Bezdegian on the 1971 
CB Fisk Organ at Old West Church. It will be approximately 
45 mins in length. Validated parking at the Charles River 
Parking Garage at 175 Cambridge St.  
Please visit the Old West Organ Society website for more 
information: www.oldwestorgansociety.org   
Works by Paul Creston, Paul Hindemith, Louis Vierne 
Contact: 617-739-1340 
  www.oldwestorgansociety.org/fiskorgan.html  

 

  
Thoughts on the Kimball and Worcester's War Memorial Auditorium 
from Barclay Wood 
 
Many beautiful sounds are in the Kimball (built basically the same year as the Aeolian-Skinner in All Saints), 
but of course the disposition of the pipework behind the heavy concrete grill-work prevents its being heard to 
best advantage. The general acoustic of the room contributes to a compromised result as well -- not only for 
the organ, but for other performers situated back on the stage. And the sight lines from the floor leave 
something to be desired, and so it goes. Thus the dilemma. 
 
Still, as we all know, it is not difficult to name many churches and concert halls where great music is 
consistently performed on superb organs and by fine artists under less than ideal conditions. That probably 

mailto:josephrouton@aol.com�
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falls short of identifying an obvious role for the Auditorium since Worcester is uniquely blessed with so many 
ideal venues (concert halls and churches) where music can be heard to full advantage. But it does suggest that 
these "other" places continue to be used with success. 
 
The Auditorium is a beautiful place (even awesome), and the (unaltered) Kimball is really a historically 
significant instrument as it stands. Vintage Kimballs are being restored all over the country (recently Cathedral 
Church of St. John, Denver, and First Congregational Church, Columbus, among others).  Just how ours would 
find its niche today seems to be the conundrum. But it is not only the organ that is at stake; the building itself is 
a monument -- outside and in.  
Can anyone visualize Lincoln Square without it? 
 

At Methuen This Week… 

 

 

 

METHUEN MEMORIAL MUSIC 
HALL mmmh.org 

invites you to hear 

PETER LATONA , Music Director of the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 
Washington, D.C. 

Wednesday, JULY 17, 8:00 p.m.  

A MMMH Summer Series Organ Recital 

  

Program:  

Johann Sebastian Bach   Prelude and Fugue in A minor, BWV 543  

Johannes Brahms  Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele (Eleven Chorale Preludes, Op. posth 122, No. 5)  

Maurice Duruflé   Scherzo, Op. 2  

César Franck   Choral No. 2 in B minor 

Peter Latona   For the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (December 8): Improvisation on the Proper Texts --  
Introit (Entrance Antiphon) / Alleluia (Gospel Acclamation) / Offertory / Communion Antiphon 

Alexandre Guilmant   Final: Allegro assai (Sonata No. 1 in D minor, Op. 42.3)  

http://mmmh.org/�


Peter Latona is a graduate of Bucknell University (Bachelor of Music), the Yale School of Music 
(Master of Music) and the Manhattan School of Music (Doctor of Musical Arts). As an organist, 
improviser, conductor and composer, he is dedicated to providing beauty in the context of Liturgy 
through the art of music. An award- winning organist, Dr. Latona performs in the United States; and in 
Europe, he has presented workshops and lectures on sacred music and has released a recording, "An 
Organ Pilgrimage" on the Raven label, featuring all four pipe organs at the Basilica. As the conductor of 
the Choir of the Basilica, he released over a dozen recordings of sacred choral music, presented concerts 
in the United States and abroad, and was featured on Public Radio International. Active as a composer, 
he has several commissions to his credit and is published by Morningstar Music Publishers, 
CanticaNOVA and G.I.A. Dr. Latona was also commissioned by the Archdiocese of Washington and the 
Archdiocese of New York to compose music for the visit of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI to the 
United States in April of 2008. In 2001 Dr. Latona was appointed the fourth Director of Music at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, D.C. 

 
From the 'net…   "… the artist is judged by his handling of the instrument" 

Oberlin Rubin Institute Preview: Letter to a Colleague 

January 5, 2012  

By Jacob Street,  who will be performing in Worcester Wednesday  noon August 7  at Mechanics Hall 

Dear Cameron Carpenter, 

Thanks for reading this. I know that you are very busy. You play more organ concerts in 
a year than I may give in my entire lifetime! But this brings me to a confession: I’m an 
organist myself. I know what you think: that I hate you. That I think you’re a fraud and a 
hack. That I hate your history-be-damned style, your traveling digital organ, and your 
flamboyant performances. That I must be one of the leading exponents of the organ 
whose every preconception you challenge, like the Wall Street Journal wrote about you. 

But I’m here to tell you the opposite— 
 

I don’t hate you. In fact, most organists don’t hate you. And why should they? You’re a great advocate for the 
instrument. You’re passionate and successful. You work hard, and your technique is impressive. You even 
show more than a few glimmers of what a “traditional organist” would call “traditional musicality”! I would 
certainly protest being included as one of your (imagined or otherwise) fervent detractors. This letter is in no 
way designed to contribute to the martyr-like image the media constructs around you. We organists are a 
stodgy bunch, but we can still respect your work, just as we respect any product of American dedication to 
finely processed marketability—like the Twilight novels, or Cheese Whiz. 

But listen to you! You sound exhausted. You talk about retiring early and dying young. It’s a tough job to play a 
different organ almost every day. It’s so tough, actually, that no ordinary organists choose to do it. But you’re 
no ordinary organist. You have a strict workout routine designed to keep those limbs limber, in what you call 
an “out-of-shape field.” You’re striking blows for artistic freedom (your words) in each sequin you 
painstakingly sew to your performance shirts. You transcribe everything from Chopin to Indiana Jones themes 
for the organ, you undeniably play the hell out of them, and you always add a personal spin. 

http://clevelandclassical.wordpress.com/2012/01/05/oberlin-rubin-institute-preview-letter-to-a-colleague/street-jacob/�


But listen: you need to relax. You don’t have to worry about the mark you’ll leave on the world after you’re 
gone, because you’re probably not going to leave one at all! And that’s OK. In fifty years, people will still be 
playing J.S. Bach the same ways they’ve always played it, and no one will be playing Chopin like Cameron 
Carpenter. It’s simply too much for one man to buck centuries of tradition all by himself. But this shouldn’t be 
too surprising. You claim to be the “first Cameron Carpenter,” not the second Virgil Fox, but that famous organ 
virtuoso’s career certainly followed this sort of organist-as-auteur idea—and today’s organ world is more 
strictly devoted to the ideas of the past than ever. 

And, again, don’t confuse this with my own personal prejudices. Your performances are a dreamy, stupefying 
gateway to even more serious stuff, and anything that gets people pursuing a new interest can’t be all bad. 

But why will your take on the organ always be the alternative, the sideshow, the unusual? Is it laziness from 
most organists? Or the pervasiveness of the more “traditional” style in church music? Well, really, it’s the 
centuries of tradition and history that you’re trying to upheave. You say that you hate those who venerate the 
instrument over the performer—after all, “you don’t go to hear Van Halen’s guitar, or Lang Lang’s piano,” as 
you told The New Yorker. And you think it’s absurd to have to deal with technical problems in the midst of a 
concert—that you should be able to perform without the so-called “filter of obnoxious malfunction.” I’ll 
certainly grant you those two points to some degree—maybe The American Organist magazine could feature 
an American organist on its cover someday, instead of just American organs! And sure, breaking the 
instrument in the middle of a concert is just so darn frustrating, you know? 

But it’s the challenge and uniqueness of each instrument that should make it fun to play and interesting to be 
heard, not annoying. You say that you want more of a relationship with an organ than “a one-night stand” — 
that you “crave the relationship that the most meagre violinist has with his instrument.” But, hell, what could 
be more “intimate” (if I must extend your disturbing metaphor) than getting to know an instrument that is 
distinct from every other one like it? Organs have more variety in their mechanics, sound, and personality than 
any other instrument, ever. That makes it very easy to play them badly — that’s why so few organists would 
ever play so many different organs in such a short time — but it makes them even more satisfying to play well. 
And doesn’t that challenge interest you enough to make you reconsider playing all of your recitals on the same 
damn electronic box? 

So let it not be said that organists don’t love fun, or lots of real fast notes, or even Indiana Jones. We do, 
really, even in our own playing. And the exposure your passion brings to our beloved instrument is invaluable. 
Just remember that the artist is judged by his handling of the instrument, and not the other way around. The 
best organists are part of an old, yes, but still living tradition — one in which they work with their instruments 
to create beautiful music, and don’t fight the very machine they’re playing. And they don’t resent it for its 
many foibles and problems; that’s what makes it a unique experience. Sure, it may not draw as big of a crowd 
as your whiz-bang star-fests, but that’s not what they’re in it for. We organists are stodgy and proud. And we 
don’t hate you, either. Picture a trained seal running for elected office. Sure, it’s cute, undeniably talented, 
and plenty entertaining; it’s just not the sort of messenger you’d choose to represent the intricacies and 
difficulties of a deep and beautiful world. 
Yours, 
Jake Street 

Jacob Street, from North Reading, Massachusetts, graduated summa cum laude from College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. As the organ scholar of the class of 2010, he studied with 
James David Christie. Street is pursuing a Master of Music in Historical Performance at Oberlin, where 
he has studied organ with Olivier Latry and James David Christie, harpsichord with Webb Wiggins, and 



clavichord with David Breitman. Currently, he holds the position of Minister of Music at Pilgrim United 
Church of Christ in Cleveland. 

Street has been a prizewinner in national and inter-national organ competitions, and was recently 
accepted as a semifinalist in the upcoming Jurow International Harpsichord Competition. He has had 
the opportunity to study, compete, and perform in several European countries, including Ireland, 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Luxembourg, and Estonia. In 2006, under the direction of Gennady 
Rozhdestvensky and Julian Kuerti, Street played the organ with the Boston Symphony Orchestra for 
about three and a half measures in the last two minutes of a Tchaikovsky symphony. He has been 
named one of ten Rubin Fellows who participated in Oberlin’s Rubin Institute for Music Criticism in 
January 2012. 
                                                  Published on ClevelandClassical.com January 3, 2012 

 
7/9/13 
Congratulations to Jennifer McPherson – 2013 
Winner 
 
Winner of the 2013 AGO Region 1 Quimby Competition for Young 
Organists, our own Jen McPherson performed  Prelude and Fugue 
in E Major, BWV 566 (JS Bach), La Vallée du Béhorléguy, au matin 
from Paysages Euskariens (Ermend Bonnal) and Dieu Parmi Nous 
from La Nativité du Seigneur (Olivier Messiaen) at the First (Center) 
Church in Hartford during the recent convention.   
She adds this to her competition accomplishments of first places in 
 2011 Boston Quimby, and 2013 Boston Quimby.  In addition, third 
prize in the Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck International Organ 
Competition in Amsterdam (no first prize was given).  Keeping her 
busy this summer, she attended the Baroque Performance Institute 
at Oberlin this summer and will pursue a Master of Music in 
Historical Performance there this fall and has a recital at Methuen 
Memorial Music Hall next summer (July 2014).  
She has performed in Worcester at Mechanics Hall and 1st U, and 
was a recent Holy Cross Organ Scholar. 
We wish her well as she launches her exciting career with such 
accolades. 
 
 

 

 
More Live Organ Concerts on the Web –  9pm Thursdays July-August 
 
Organlive is live in that the broadcast is being put together as you hear it, but all of the music is recorded and not actually live.  
Well, this week that changes when you can tune in to Organlive and hear the 2013 International Organ Concert Series at the 
St. Louis Cathedral Basilica as it is played.  This summer the music department of the church is putting on a series of 6 
concerts featuring organists from all around the world.  The concerts will be free to anyone who can get to the Cathedral, but 
if you can't manage that, you can still be part of the music by going to http://www.organlive.com and "tuning" into the live 
audio broadcast.  The concerts are at 8:00pm Central Time (9pm Eastern) on Thursdays  
starting this week.  Here's the schedule of the whole series: 
 

• Thursday, July 11: Gereon Krahforst, Cathedral Organist 
• Thursday, July 18: Stephen Tharp, New York, New York 

http://www.organlive.com/�


• Thursday, July 25: Jens Korndoerfer, Atlanta, Georgia 
• Thursday, August 1: Christoph Keller, Mettlach, Germany 
• Thursday, August 8: Philipp Kloeckner, Chicago, Illinois 
• Thursday, August 15: Gereon Krahforst Cathedral Organist 

 
And if for some reason you can't tune in at the exact moment of the broadcast, we'll be re-broadcasting the concerts, almost 
live, the following day at 12:00 noon, Central Time.  I hope you'll tune in to hear some great music, as it happens! 
 
Brent Johnson   -   Organlive.com 
 
Free Online Organ Score Highlights 
Most are familiar with the vast and easily searchable collection of PDF scores in IMSLP.org 
From time to time, we'll highlight some titles that you might find interesting, or to print to have a "rainy day" prelude. (I 
store mine under the nearest pew cushion!) 
Here's a collection published in the early 1900s and it contains bio info too.  
http://conquest.imslp.info/files/imglnks/usimg/a/a4/IMSLP122449-SIBLEY1802.6027.b3af-39087012432052.pdf  
 
Unrelated, people have been inquiring as to a source for Jim Christie's Buttstett Fugue in E minor – here's from the 
Andreas Bach manuscript, slightly different edition from Jim's - http://en.scorser.com/Out/4777629.html  (the fugue 
theme has a delightful repetitive/percussive effect) (see youtube video of his concert at OHS, link is also in last emailed 
newsletter)  
 Other works by Johann Buttstett. 
Thanks Jim for introducing us to this JB ! 
 
AGO Renewals    DUES WERE DUE JULY 1. 

 
 
7/5/13 
Hope You Didn't Miss   ( but in case you did . . .  ) Hartford Regional AGO Convention 

 
Christopher Houlihan at Trinity College Chapel (new Austin 4 manual console – originally the chapel had a Skinner Op 
851/1931 IV/59; then a small instrument prior to the current 1971 Austin III/79) 

http://conquest.imslp.info/files/imglnks/usimg/a/a4/IMSLP122449-SIBLEY1802.6027.b3af-39087012432052.pdf�
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Jen Berton: How to Deal With Difficult People 
 
 

 
Brian Jones: Tricks of the Choral Trade 
 
 

 
Christa Rakich: Master Class 



 

    
Trinity Chapel Carillon concert by Ellen Dickenson  (originally 30 Bells in 1932, augmented to 49 bells in 1978; there are about 
200 carillons in the US, mostly mechanical action) 
 
 
OHS Convention in Vermont 

 
Jim Christie's Live Webcast performance is now available as a stand-alone youtube video. The concert was a part of the OHS 
2013 National Convention at St. Paul's Cathedral in Burlington, Vermont, and the webcast was seen by several hundred people 
around the world.  http://www.organsociety.org/2013/webcast.html 
Vivaldi Concerto at 35:00 (tr. by Christie);  Buttstedt Fuga 51:00 (delightful flutes, a must-listen);  BWV 542 at 55:30 
 
 
Region I (& II) AGO News 

- Beginning next year (July 1 2014), the new groupings of chapters will take effect.  Regions I & II will become the 
Northeast Region (+ or -)    It's been quite common over the years to have a combined convention anyway (as 
we did this week in Hartford, and as we will June 28-July 1, 2015 in New Haven), so we're already buddies 
amongst the new combination of chapters. 
(Boston 2014 will still be the next national convention – AGO alternates Regional on odd years, National on even 
years) 
The new Northeast combination will now have about the same number of members (2500 +/- )  as each of the 
other Regions – each was half the size previously. 

http://www.organsociety.org/2013/webcast.html�
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As mentioned in TAO several months ago, one of the main benefits will be that of cost savings for the national 
infrastructure.  We like cost savings! 

- Beginning next spring (2014) AGO dues will be centralized nationally. You will still be able to pay by credit card 
(but not PayPal) online, as well as sending in your check (to a national address).  National HQ will then send our 
portion to the chapter treasurer – at first by live check, and then by ACH bank transfer.  At first national will be 
absorbing  the credit card  costs, but then they will re-apportion the chapter vs. national % split of the member 
dues to share the transaction cost (about 3%).  The member's dues amount would not change (at least not 
because of this change in collection methodology)  It's expected that more and more members will renew 
online.  Worcester is about 1/2.   Your local officers are particularly pleased with this change, because the 
mechanics of collecting dues has been quite awkward and error-prone due to all the manual steps – with the 
new system, as soon as you click SUBMIT, the national database will be updated, and hopefully we'll have an API 
that interfaces to deliver the same local chapter website features that we have now. 

- Several large donations (100K to 1M) have been given for various competitions, the first of which is a yearly 
competition whose details will be announced in October with an application/audition deadline of April 2014.  
(AGO's current competitions are every other year) 

- You would have received a (SurveyMonkey) online survey email last week regarding offering 
suggestions/opinions for how the guild overall should optimize and make the best use of our current 
competitions.  It takes about 5 minutes to fill out (three parts, each similar, for three competitions), with plenty 
of places to offer textual feedback. 

- We were reminded that the "grievance" process has been phased out, in preference for a new process which 
will be rolled out. 
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Join the OHS National Convention from your Living Room 

Live From 
Vermont! 

See and hear internationally acclaimed organist  (our own!) 
James David Christie live on Friday, June 28 at 8:15pm.  
Christie will play the wonderful 1973 Karl Wilhelm organ at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Burlington. 
WorcAGO helped sponsor this concert. 



 

 
 
 
Live video feed is viewable at this link, scroll 
down a bit  
http://www.organsociety.org/2013/webcast.html  

 

 

HARTFORD 
In Our Backyard Next Week – a quick one-hour drive, easy parking       WE SUGGEST A ONE-DAY REGISTRATION 
if you're not able to attend all of it. 
 

 

Here's a sample scoop for a one-day registration,     ex: Tuesday,  July 2 
 
10 AM: Organ Recital – Jason Roberts 
St. Joseph Cathedral (Pictured left)  (1962 Austin  IV/137 !  ) 
Noon:   Organ and Instruments Concert – Christa Rakich (pictures below) 
St. Peter Claver (2008 Dobson  II/19 ) 
1PM, 2-3:30  Lunch on your own, exhibits 
3:45 Workshops:   *Master Class,  *Dealing with Difficult People,  *Managing 
Concert Series,  *Tricks of Choral Trade,  *Playing for Jewish Services 
6PM – Trinity Banquet or Dinner on your own 
8PM Organ Recital – Christopher Houlihan 
Trinity College Chapel  (1971 Austin III/79 ) 

 
$150 for daily registrations 
$55 Banquet Dinner (Tuesday only)  (or dinner on your own) 
$50 Bus transportation per person for the week (Space is filling up) 
     OR -  for the above rides needed, cabs range from $10-20 (for as many people as you can squeeze in) 
$4 for 10 hours parking at the Ramada headquarters.  For instance for the Tues example, park at Ramada, take three cab 
ride legs for Ramada/St Joes/Peters/Ramada, then 
      drive to Trinity College (free parking in the summer)   (cabs= 10+15+20 (cabpooling for several people),  plus $4 
parking = $49) 

 
 
Pre-Register online for the FULL convention or for DAILY REGISTRATION.    http://hartfordago2013.org/  
See the schedule to see all that's going on!  http://hartfordago2013.org/schedule/  
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Carpool with your colleagues.  Several are meeting in the 1st U lot – check around for other carpoolings. 
     If you're a full registrant, there's a PRIVATE PARTY/CONCERT for attendees at the Foley residence, complete with a 
Theater Pipe Organ concert! 
Take some time for yourself to recharge musically! 
 
 
New Spelling of Worcester Member's Name:   
   Kevin Murphy, AAGO 
Congratulations to Kevin for passing the recent AAGO (associate level, the next to highest certification possible in the 
AGO) exam.  Great results for his hard work in preparation. 
And a big thanks to exam coordinator Malcolm Halliday, FAGO, for administering the two-day exam.    Worcester was 
the only exam center in our general area. 
 
 

Hope you didn't miss these recent events: 

 
William Ness at Methuen 
 
 

 
Jonathan Bezdegian at OLA – WorcAGO's last program of the season. 
 



 
Former member Krisjon Imperio at First Parish, Bolton -  dedication of Andover-Johnson. (Photo courtesy of Richard 
Jones) 
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TOMORROW 
Wednesday June 19, 2013 8:00 PM -   Methuen, MA     Wednesday Organ Recital Series  

Methuen, 192 Broadway 
 
Performing:  OUR OWN William Ness 

 

Details:   Lightning technique on historic instrument.  Wow! 

Works by Weitz, Langlais, Falcinelli, Demessieux, Hakim and Dupre 
Bio: http://mmmh.org/web_documents/william_ness_program_bio.pdf  
  OrganInfo: http://mmmh.org/web_documents/organ_specification__-__january_2013.pdf  

 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK 
Friday June 21, 2013 8:00 PM -   Worcester, MA        (note correct(ed) time of 8PM) 
WorcAGO presents Bezdegian at OLA  
Our Lady of the Angels Church, Main St./near Webster Sq 
Cost:  Free  

 

http://mmmh.org/web_documents/william_ness_program_bio.pdf�
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Performing: OUR OWN Jonathan Bezdegian 
Details: Final WorcAGO Event of the season. 
Come and hear the JW Walker at OLA, rarely heard in concert. 
Works by Cook, Vierne, Tournemire, Hindemith 
  OrganInfo: http://worcesterago.org/organgallery.html#ourlady  

  [Map] 9573 
 

 
 

Marsh Chapel Church Choir Sings with the Stones    (on tour in Boston) 

 
Boston University’s Marsh Chapel Choir performed with the Rolling Stones for their classic "You Can’t Always Get What You Want."  
(Read More…) 

BU's Marsh Chapel Choir, under the direction of Dr. Scott Allen Jarrett, are performing with the Rolling Stones on their 50 
Years and Counting tour at the TD Garden this weekend. They were interviewed last week for NPR 
(http://artery.wbur.org/2013/06/12/marsh-chapel-rolling-stones) and the song was filmed from the audience last night, 
available on youtube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=iKu-qRYeWrQ) You can see many 
of BU's  choir members with Mick Jagger. BU Today has written an article (http://www.bu.edu/today/2013/marsh-choir-to-
sing-backup-for-rolling-stones-tonight/) 
 
 
Historic Johnson Instrument Looking for New Home 

 

The Athol-Orange Baptist Church in Athol, MA is hell- bent on getting rid of their pipe organ.  It 
is now on Craigslist, for sale for $10,000.  This is a very fine instrument in good condition.  It 
is an 1880's Johnson, 2- (13?) freestanding tracker.  It is a side console model, console on the 
left.  Case appears to be walnut.  Chests were retabled by Andover many years ago, and 
slight tonal alterations done at the same time.  Blower is disconnected.  Organ is not very deep 
but is wide and tall.  This instrument is an exquisite piece, and even though several 
knowledgeable parties have tried to convince the leaders of that church that banishing the 
organ is foolhardy, the church has made up their minds.  Can anyone think of a church that 
would have the desire and wherewithal to acquire this instrument?  This is a dream come true 
for the right congregation. 
 - David Hagberg 
 

 

 
 
 
DUES DUE 
The AGO membership year ends June 30.   
Please don't expire! 
www.worcago.org/membership/  
Thank you if you're one of the 40 members who've already renewed.   
Early renewals let your chapter officers enjoy their summer in peace! 
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International Organist at First Unitarian Tomorrow      

 
 
 
 
 

  Free Concert Featuring Amsterdam's Matthias Havinga 
 
 
 

 

International artist Matthias Havinga will close our concert series at 7PM Friday 
on 1st U's Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ exquisitely restored in 2002 after the 
steeple fire in 2001.  
Matthias is the organist titulaire of the Round Lutheran Church in Amsterdam, 
where he organizes concerts and is curator of the historic Batz-organ of 1830. 
He performs many solo concerts in the Netherlands and abroad. He is also the 
Director of Music of the Augustana Church in Amsterdam, where he organizes 
chamber music concerts and performs Bach cantatas as a part of the service. 
Mr. Havinga has made two recordings for the Brilliant Classics label. When not 
performing on the organ, he is active as a continuo player with various choirs 
and orchestras, including the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, the Netherlands 
Radio Choir, and at various venues and festivals around Europe. 

 
We are up for a special treat!  Matthias will also play Debussy on our beautiful Steinway 
grand piano.   
AMAZING YOUTUBE (BACH GIGUE FUGUE)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuoxijdFKA0  
 

 

 
 
GALA ORGAN DEDICATORY CONCERT 
Saturday June 22, 2013 7:00 PM -   Bolton, MA   (WorcAGO Chaplain Rev. Richard 
Jones' parish) 

  

The First Parish of Bolton, 673 Main Street 
Cost: Free  
Performing: Dr. James Jordan, Kristjon Imperio 

  

Details: The First Parish of Bolton celebrates the installation of its magnificent Rev. Joseph Nelson 
Pardee Memorial Organ with this conncert featuring concert and recording artist Dr. James Jordan 
and director of music Kristjon Imperio. Originally built in 1899 by Hook and Hastings for the 
Unitarian Church of Sandwich, it was later enlarged by the Communty of Jesus in Orleans for its 
chapel, where Jim Jordan played it daily for a decade. Andover rebuilt and slightly enlarged the 
organ again in 2012 for the church in Bolton. It now comprises seventeen stops and twenty one 
ranks. The program includes Bach's "Toccata in F," Barber's "Adagio for Strings," Franck's "Choral 1 
in E Major," Vierne's "Naiades," and concludes with "Variations on 'America'" by Charles Ives. The 
concert is free and part of Bolton's 275th anniversary celebration. A Strawberry Festival follows. 
Works by Bach, Barber,Franck, Ives, Vierne 
Contact: admin@firstparishofbolton.org 
  OrganInfo: www.firstparishofbolton.org/newOrgan.html  (interesting history of the instrument) 
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REINVIGORATE YOURSELF – EVEN FOR A SINGLE DAY'S ATTENDANCE (it's a short drive to Hartford) 
 

 
Region I Summer Events and Notes 

Please join us for the Regions I and II AGO Convention in Hartford from June 30 to July 3, 2013. We have taken 
the phrase, Appear and Inspire from W.H. Auden’s poem, Anthem for St. Cecilia’s Day as our conference 
theme. This sprang from a desire to make our convention as inspirational as we could vision, and has resulted 
in a four-day convention full of incredible recitals and concerts, more than 21 workshops, a marvelous exhibit 
hall and plenty of time for rest, relaxation and renewing friendships with colleagues. All of our workshop 
locations are within a short, walkable distance to the conference hotel, The Ramada Plaza Downtown 
Hartford, and with a $99/night conference rate, this will be one of the most affordable AGO conventions in 
many years. 

REGISTRATION UPDATES 

Attention, Students! There is a special $50 convention registration rate for you.  This, coupled to the fact that 
the convention will pay for your banquet ticket (a $55 value), means the convention is actually PAYING you to 
come!  
Full registrations will be accepted through the convention’s opening day (Sunday, June 30).  
Day registrations are available.  This option can be appealing to those who want to attend for a day or two 
but cannot be in attendance for the duration of the convention.   
Please remember that online registration, through the convention’s website: www.hartfordago2013.org, is 
convenient.  Should you have any questions or wish to register in a more personal way, please contact Jason 
Roberts, registrar, via phone at 860-521-0245. 

So stop on down.  
Appear. Inspire.  We can’t wait to have you here in a few weeks! 
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Worcester supports Hartford 
Convention 
We are proud to sponsor the workshop 
for our own Lois Toeppner's Convention 
Workshop, as well as a program book ad. 

 

 
Left is the half-page ad that will appear.  
Note the stop names   

 

Local Notes: 
Richard Torlai of Barre has recently been hired as O/D at First Congregational/Millbury.  Welcome Richard! 

Released online: "Newsletter" Email Update Collection – mid-Febr thru last week     
  www.worcesterago.org/Newsletters/2013-05.pdf  
(if you missed any emails along the way, check out the archive which serves as our "newsletter"  a hardcopy of 
which is u.s. mailed to our "email shut-ins" ) 

Portland POE is Fully Subscribed – Congratulations to their committees! 
Note that many of the POE's events ARE PUBLIC – so it's a short drive to hear some great (and FREE) organ 
music! 

Monday 6/24 7:00 PM                    Faculty Recital St Luke's Cathedral, Episc. 
Tuesday 6/25 7:00 PM                    Worship service--State ST UCC   
Wednesday 6/26  7:00 PM           Rising Star Recital, Katelyn Emerson St. Luke's   (has performed in Worcester in 
2011 and 2012) 
Friday 6/28 10:00 AM                      Student Recital, POE participants, State ST UCC & St Luke's 

 

SMOKE FILLS BASEMENT    WHILE ORGANIST  SETS THE KEYS AFIRE 
 
Tempestuous chords of Widor and Mendelssohn from Randy Bloom’s rehearsal on Worcester Auditorium’s Kimball last 
week coincided with the overheating of a lighting system transformer, causing smoke to emanate from a basement 
electrical control room adjacent to the Kimball’s blower room.  The fire department was called to ensure there were no 
consequences and later Coughlin electricians remedied the problem – just in time for the grand AUD Ball last Saturday 
night. 
 
More than 500 AUDitonians reveled in the lavish events of the evening gala – a page out of Hollywood’s social calendar: 
exquisite food and an impressive program for the evening, replete with movie set lighting, an honor guard, a heartfelt 
National Anthem sung by all (almost overpowering Full Organ),  and a live dance band headlined by Dale LePage.  The 
ball-goers were likely unaware of the intervening endangered history since AUD's closing – Juvenile Court and Police 
SWAT training facilities (complete with blood splatter walls!)—all focus was on marveling at the architecture, artwork, 
and grand festivities. 

http://www.worcesterago.org/Newsletters/2013-05.pdf�


 
The AUD, dark since the late 1990s, echoed once again with the rich and robust orchestral sounds of the beloved 
Kimball.  A long road is ahead for both the instrument and the building, since maintenance and operations are quite 
expensive for the city, especially with two nearby competing venues (MH, Hanover) for large event productions – even 
with each having its own magnificent king of instruments to tout and toot! 
 

 
Read more . . .   

T&G Article: AUD Ball 
The opening of the Worcester Memorial Auditorium in 1933 was considered so important that the festivities 
were spread over four days. 
Published on 06/02/13 in the category News 
 
Aud pride 
Saturday night, the Worcester Memorial Auditorium was no longer stately and silent. It was stately and alive, 
the site of a huge ball held by Preservation Worcester.  
Published on 06/11/13 in the category News 
 
Worcester Auditorium gala showcases one of city's 'most endangered' treasures 
The Worcester Memorial Auditorium reopened for one night only Saturday as Preservation Worcester 
showcased one of the city's most endangered landmarks. 
Published on 06/09/13 in the category News 
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Upcoming Events      
 

 6/14 7pm   Matthias Havinga, Amsterdam, – Final Young Artist Concert at 1st U   FREE 
      6/19 8PM   William Ness, Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Methuen MA, admission 

 6/21 7pm   Jonathan Bezdegian at OLA   Last AGO Event of the Season     FREE 
6/22 7pm   Organ Dedication- First Parish, Bolton, MA   (WorcAGO Chaplain Rev. Richard Jones' parish) 
FREE (limited seating) 
 8/7 noon     Jake Street at Mechanics Hall  FREE 
  8/14 noon  Anna & Mary Pan at Mechanics Hall    FREE 

The above is just a tiny subset – these are events that are related to WorcAGO or its members. 

See the online calendar for a slew of organ concerts (new instrument at Noack premiere concert, Methuen 
Summer Series;   
unfortunately several Boston venue series are not listed, 
see their sites separately:  Old West      Trinity  )    
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